if there exist polynomials X, X' gAn such that AXX = A'X'X' and aug (k) = aug (X') = ± 1. This terminology is suggested by the fact that Alexander polynomials of (smoothly) cobordant links are algebraically cobordant (see [4] 
The following theorem generalizes the Levine's resuit.
Theorem 2. ïf u= u(K) 2 then there exist an élément X of AA n _ 1 and a set pc {1, 2, ..., n-1} such that
The non-trivial case of Theorem 2is the case l x =l2= ... = ll n -i =0: (Note that the torsion of C defined in Milnor's survey article [3] equals ± x(C)" 1 g Q/± 1 and that Milnor uses the additive notation for the multiplication in g\o = K^Q)) 2.1.1. Lemma (multiplicativity of torsion). Let 0-+C-»C->C"-?0 be a short exact séquence of m-dimensional chain complexes over a field Q.
